
Request for Proposal 
Nashville General Hospital Foundation 
Commission for Art 
 

PURPOSE 

The Nashville General Hospital Foundation is soliciting proposals from qualified artists for the 
commission of an original work of art to be installed at Nashville General Hospital and limited 
reproduction approval.  This is part of an ongoing process to install original art from middle TN 
artists to create an environment of health and healing for our patients and community. 
 

The Nashville General Hospital Foundation 

The Nashville General Hospital Foundation, founded in 1977 as Friends in General Inc, is a 
fundraising non-profit which identifies resources in support of the patients, families, volunteers 
and staff of Nashville General Hospital.  As an initial step towards art installation for Nashville 
General Hospital, the Foundation acquired through donation seventy-eight original works of 
art which were installed and previewed at a Community Open House in February of 2017.  As 
additional resources are identified, the process to display original art from middle Tennessee 
artists will continue through purchase, commission, loan or donation. 

GOAL 

The goal is to purchase a significant, museum caliber original work of art that is two-
dimensional and of the highest aesthetic quality. The work will be installed in the Nashville 
General Hospital’s emergency department waiting room. 

Applicant ELIGIBILITY 

Eligibility: open to professional, practicing artists (born before 1999) working in painting, 
drawing, photography, collage and/or other two-dimensional media. All applicants must 
reside in Davidson county or within 50 miles of Nashville (see attached map) – meeting our 
desire to engage artists living/working in those communities where our patients reside . Entries 
not in compliance with the eligibility guidelines will not be considered. 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

The Nashville General Hospital Foundation Art Committee in collaboration with the Nashville 
General Hospital Foundation, invites artists working in all media to submit an application 
towards a commission of one (1) original two-dimensional work representing a restive and 
healing work, to be installed in the hospital’s emergency department waiting room.  

Artist may submit 3-5 images of different works representative of current work towards a 
commission.  The winning work and all rights to the work will be purchased for hospital 
display and for the purpose of reproduction through NGH Foundation. The winning artwork 



will be become part of the NGH Foundation’s permanent collection and displayed in the 
waiting room of Nashville General Hospital or at some other designated site within the 
hospital.  Please note that finalists may be approached for additional, more detailed 
photographs of current work, if necessary for a final decision. 

The NGH Emergency Department is open 24 hours a day, should the artist wish to view the 
space.  The designated space is to the left of the airlock doors.  See below 

 

 

 

• Two-dimensional work should be no larger than 40” x 30” or 36’ x 36” unframed.  Due to 
sunlight conditions, the intended site is unsuitable for works on paper. 

• The winning work will be purchased and accessioned into NGH Foundation’s permanent 
collection. 

• The winning work may be reproduced in a museum quality, limited edition print or other 
media produced for sale to the general public to generate new funds for the Nashville General 
Hospital Foundation.  The artist will be properly acknowledged each and every time the work 
is used.  The Artist will be issued a tax credit for this use. 

 The Artist(s) awarded the contract will be required to provide the following services: 



o Commission of the original work of art within the required time frame and as 
approved by the NGHF Art Committee & Board 

o Availability for press interviews 
o Provision of contact information to ensure coordination of the contract. 

NGH Foundation’s Board of Directors and Foundation Art Committee anticipate that the 
commission or purchase of the work of art is a one-time product development initiative. 

TO APPLY 

Applications are available by email to vernon.rose@nashvilleha.org  Send the completed 
application along with 3-5 digital images (minimum 300 DPI) of artist’s current work to the 
email noted below.  

Vernon.rose@nashvilleha.org;                                                                                                             
NGH Foundation Art Committee, c/o Vernon Rose, Foundation Executive Director 
Nashville General Hospital Foundation 
1818 Albion Street 
Nashville, TN 37208 

Please note that Vernon Rose will be available to answer questions at 
vernon.rose@nashvilleha.org about this request for proposals until the deadline date (see 
timetable below).  

Application materials must include: 

1. Completed application form (available upon request from vernon.rose@nashvilleha.org) 
2. Resume – Be brief (max 200 words) 

Highlight your professional career, collections and award  
3. 3-5 images of either your current work(s) in the following formats: jpg, png, and gif files 

will be accepted. Images should be at least 300 dpi. 
4. Application fee will be $30 and can be paid at www.nashvillegenfoundation.org. 

Applications without an application fee will not be considered.  Application fees are 
non-refundable and non-transferable. 

PRIZE/ AMOUNT OF COMMISSION 

The winning entrant will be awarded $4,000.  30% will be awarded with the signed contract and 
the balance paid upon acceptance and delivery of the final work. 

APPROPRIATE IMAGERY 

A broad range of imagery from figurative, representational, abstract, to non-objective will be 
considered.  There is considerable published literature on what may be appropriate in 
healthcare settings and interested applicants should pursue their own research.  
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Why original art at Nashville General Hospital 
The installation of original art at Nashville General Hospital beginning in 2016 might be 
categorized as cultural enrichment, but research furthers art in the healthcare setting as "healthy 
distraction." Although the phrase may seem incongruous, it describes the benefit to the patient 
very well, because the patient is distracted from the premonition and preoccupation which the 
unknown brings to an ill person. During those periods of anxiety, neither the physician nor 
anyone else can give the patient the reassurance that he would have if he could be transported 
by personally experiencing some art form whether his preference is visual, auditory, or both. It 
is for this reason that the idea has been so attractive in other healthcare facilities whose staff 
care about the feelings of patients in a strange environment, as does our staff at Nashville 
General Hospital. 
 

The function of art at Nashville General Hospital 
Art in a hospital has a purpose and presence different from that of art in museums or galleries. 
We are serving an audience which has not come to the hospital to view the art and who will not 
be well served by enforced exposure to art works that may be shocking or depressing. Our great 
challenge is to keep to high aesthetic standards while at the same time working to alleviate, not 
add to, the stress and strangeness that many in the hospital are experiencing.  This is certainly 
not to say that art in a hospital should be merely decorative, but that choices must always be 
guided by an alert sensitivity to the viewers' experiences. A skillfully rendered, powerful 
painting can have a presence that may give reassurance in the face of pain and death. However 
ambiguous it maybe, successful, original art conveys a sense of significance which is universal. 
That power will only grow with exposure. 
 
All our past experiences and attitudes shape the way we see art. A representational piece such 
as a landscape may call up a place or experience from the past. The viewer also projects an 
emotional content which is completely subjective. A large pencil drawing of hills, winding 
roads, and farm houses was described as "peaceful and soothing" by one viewer and "gray and 
depressing" by another. 
 
In addition, there is the viewer's personal valuation of "Art." To those with an established 
appreciation for art, its presence at a time of crisis may be particularly significant. A cancer 
patient at another facility said that during the ordeal of hearing her diagnosis, she focused on a 
landscape on the wall as a symbol of reassurance to hold onto while her own, private world was 
falling apart. To her, art represented the quality of the transcendent, the eternally enduring. 
 
Thus, our objectives for the visual arts program are to fill the hospital with original art, to bring 
the artists and arts resources of the larger community for the benefit of our patients, families, 
staff and volunteers. A secondary objective is to reciprocate: since the artists' efforts were being 
used to change the medical center environment, we wanted to support them by offering 
visibility for their generosity, skill and talent. 

 

 



 

ARTIST SELECTION PROCESS 

The NGH Foundation Art Committee will review the applications and narrow the 
applicants to three (3) individual artists to be considered for the project through a blind 
process. The three (3) finalists will be reviewed and the winning applicant will be 
chosen from this group and recommended to NGH Foundation Board of Directors for 
approval. 
The Selection Panel will use the following criteria to evaluate the submissions: 

• Application and fee are complete and submitted prior to the application deadline. 

• The submitted application represents the artist’s own original, creative, current work. 

• The artist’s work is judged to be appropriate for the goals and spirit of the project and 
is judged to strengthen NGH Foundation collection. 

• The artist’s work reflects artistic excellence, innovation and originality as evidenced 
by professional quality of craftsmanship and mastery of skills and techniques; 
professional approaches to processes and presentation; and/or communicates a unique 
vision or perspective.  Installation will be at the expense of NGH Foundation.  Artist is 
responsible for safe delivery. 

 In the event of a commission and the commissioned work is not acceptable to the 
NGH Foundation Art Committee and NGH Foundation Board, then the piece will 
be returned to the artist without remuneration. 

TIMETABLE 

Activity Complete by 

RFP Issued July 1, 2017 

RFP Deadline August 15, 2017 

Selection Panel Meets September 22, 2017 

NGHF Art Committee Approves Work/Finalist October 20, 2017 



Artist under Contract; 30% Payment October 27, 2017 

Commissioned Work – concept approved November 20, 2017 

Commissioned Work – progress approved January 5, 2018 

Art Work Completed and Accepted; final payment January 30, 2018 

Commission Unveiled to Public TBD February 

Rights Reserved by the Nashville General Hospital Foundation 

The Board of Directors of the Nashville General Hospital Foundation and NGH 
Foundation Art Committee, Incorporated reserve the right not to accept any 
applications, to initiate an alternative Selection Process, and/or to reissue the RFP for 
additional artist candidates.  The Nashville General Hospital Foundation retains the 
intellectual property rights for the art work for purposes of reproduction. 

 


